
HMS PTA Board Meeting Minutes 

February 26, 2019 

Attending:  Sarah Whitfield, Noelle Pedraza, Lina Pieterse, Jennifer Oseid, Lisa Whalen, Chris 

Thiel, Terri Straw 

Welcome and Announcements:  Chris Thiel 

Sara Whitfield, Teacher Liaison 

Special presentation at HMS is underway this week covering topics which include sex education, 

child abduction, and self-defense.  Boys and Girls will attend separate presentations.  Mr. 

LeMoyne will be on hand during the presentations. 

Thank you to the PTA volunteers for the Chocolate Fountain treats for teachers and staff in 

February.  The event was enjoyed by all.  Thank you also for all the time volunteers spent 

organizing the “Teacher of the Year” celebrations.  Congratulations to the newly named 

Professional of the Year, Ms. Mary Mueller and to Teacher of the Year, Ms. Lisa Waldorf. 

8
th

 grade field trip updates given by both Sara Whitfield and Mark Poole.  Currently, a list of 

approximately 20 students make up the “Wait List” for the trip.  Additional buses will not be 

chartered to accommodate the wait list.  However, if payments are not received in full by the 

deadline for those currently confirmed to attend the field trip, students from the wait list will be 

moved to the confirmed list in the order payments and required documents were received.  More 

information to come in March. 

Lauren Corbitt will host a session regarding High School transition.  In the next academic year, 

this session will be presented in October instead of during the spring semester, in an effort to 

help students better prepare. 

Additional schedule changes for next year include postponing “Career Day” until the Spring 

semester. 

Secretary Report:  Terri Straw 

The PTA received several thank you notes from HMS students and staff, and a few were shared 

during the meeting today, which highlighted the recent contributions of books and resources by 

the PTA to our Media Center. 

The January meeting minutes were distributed and reviewed by all.  Chris Thiel made a motion 

to pass the minutes as written without revision.  Kelly Marks seconds the motion, and the 

January minute meetings are approved.  All PTA meeting minutes for the 2018-19 school year 

are available for review by any and all PTA members via the HMS PTA website. 



Treasurer’s Report:  Kelly Marks for Shaun Hunt 

PTA board members are doing a great job staying on target with the established budget for 

his/her focus area.  It is reported that the PTA did suffer some financial loss due to fewer 

business partners participating with HMS this year.  However, in the new academic year, a plan 

is underway for the PTA to capitalize on new opportunities for fund raising, including better 

promotion of corporate matching programs. 

The PTA nominating committee is in need of two more individuals to assist in the 

recommendation and selection process for the new board next year.  Greatest needs for the Board 

next year include:  

Membership VP, 8
th

 grade level support (including 8
th

 grade dance,) and Communication VP 

Many volunteers will remain in their current roles for the upcoming year, including Lisa Whalen 

for exceptional children and Korie Brown for book fair. 

International Night:  Kelly Marks  

This year’s event was a huge success and well attended by HMS families.  Congratulations to 

Whitney Beck for a job well done. 

Communications Update:  Noelle Pedraza  

Working to implement new Training Template Spreadsheets for all volunteers accepting new 

roles and responsibilities with the PTA.  The goal is to have these spreadsheets available for the 

2019-2020 school year. 

Social Media Update:  Jennifer Oseid 

Please send pictures of PTA sponsored events/activities to Jennifer to be posted on Social Media 

as a means of better promoting the work of the PTA.  The goal is to do a better job of showing 

parents how their monetary contributions (membership dues) are being used to support the 

teachers and students of HMS.  Currently, the PTA is not getting enough exposure.  Everyone is 

encouraged to “like” and “share” PTA posts in order to expand the viewing audience.  PTA 

board members need to be interacting with each and every post to maximize its effectiveness.  

PTA is currently relying on Facebook for its primary means of marketing. 

8th Grade Field Trip to Washington, DC:  Mark Poole 

Parents are given the opportunity to ask questions to Mr. Poole about the upcoming trip, with 

specific regard to the existing “Wait List.”   

Meeting is adjourned.    


